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Aljazeera Centre For Studies

. Established in 2006, the Al Jazeera Centre for
g Studies conducts in-depth analysis of current
lLlyall 85l affairs at both regional and global levels. Its

ALJAZEERA CENTRE FOR STUDIES ragegrch agenda focuses primarily on geo-politics
and strategic developments in the Arab world and surrounding regions.
Based in the heart of the Middle East, and operating from within the
socio-political and cultural fabric of the Arab world, Al Jazeera Center for
Studies seeks to contribute to knowledge sharing and present a better
understanding of the complexity of the region. With an extensive network
of distinguished researchers, and a wide range array of experts from
across the globe, the center aims to promote dialogue and build bridges
of mutual understanding and cooperation between cultures, civilizations,
and religions. As a think-tank extension of the Al Jazeera Network, the
center endeavours to conduct research and build relevant, insightful, and
in-depth knowledge

Centre for the Study of the International Relations of the
Middle East and North Africa

CIRMENA is a multi-disciplinary research centre ﬁ m
committed to advancing innovative scholarship

and active academic engagement in the

geopolitics of the modern Middle East and North Africa. The aim of the
Centre is to be a resource for regional study with a particular focus on
politics, security, economic issues and the media. At a time of rapid
change in the region, the Centre provides a platform and networking
to stimulate exchanges of expertise, highlight a diversity of research,
and foster opportunities for academic collaboration between students,
university scholars, practitioners and policy-makers.
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Dr. Roxane Farmanfarmaian

A lecturer at Cambridge’s Department

of Politics and International Studies and obtained
her doctorate in international and political
studies from the University of Cambridge.Dr.
Roxane Farmanfarmaian directs the University
of Cambridge —Al-Jazeera Media Project and
is Principal Investigator of the Media in Political
Transition: Focus on Tunisia research programme
conducted from 2013-2014. She is the author of
Blood and Qil: A Prince’s Memoir of Iran, From
the Shah to the Ayatollah (Random House 2005),
and editor of War and Peace in Qajar Persia:
Implications Past and Present (Routledge 2008).

Dr. Sadok Hammami

An Associate Professor and Head of the Master’s
Degree Board for Media and Communications
Research at the Press and Media Institute and the
University of Manouba, Tunisia. He received his
doctorate from Stendhal-Grenoble 3 University
in France. He has published several books in
Arabic and French, in particular New Media:
Epistemology, Contexts and Problems and
Tunisian Media: New Horizons. He has also
published several studies and book chapters in
Arabic and French, some of which have been
translated into English and Spanish. In 2007, he
established the Arabic media and communication
website www.arabmediastudies.com.

Samar Samir Mezghanni

She was classified as one of 2013’s most
influential Arab women and one of 2012’s most
important young leaders in the Arab region.
She is a member of various international and
regional NGOs and a member of the Arab
Thought Foundation Advisory Board. Samar
has worked with the British Council and the
United Nations as a consultant on civil society
and youth programs. She is a PhD candidate
in Middle Eastern Studies at the University of
Cambridge.

Zoe Petkanas

Obtained her Master of Philosophy in International
Relations in 2012 from the University of Cambridge
as George Washington University>s Bender Fellow
and is currently a PhD candidate at the university’s
Department of Politics and International Relations.
She has also worked as Director of New Media
and Communications for a progressive American
political organisation, as a research consultant for
Microfund for Women, and with an organisation
responsible for social service dissemination to
urban Iragi refugees in Jordan.




Dr. Mohamed Kirat

A Professor of Public Relations and Mass
Communication at the Department of Mass
Communication at Qatar University. He previously
served as Dean of the College of Communication
at the University of Sharjah, UAE (2011-2007).
He completed his doctorate at Indiana University
in the US. He contributed to the establishment of
several undergraduate and graduate programs
in Mass Communication and Public Relations at
several Algerian and UAE universities. Kirat has
published over 60 articles and book chapters on
journalism, mass media and public relations in
scholarly journals in English, Arabic and French.

Dr. Mohamed Zayani

An Associate Professor of Critical Theory at the
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in
Qatar, and Affiliate Faculty with the Communication,
Culture and Technology Graduate Program. His
published works include Arab Satellite Television
and Politics in the Middle East (2004), The AlJazeera
Phenomenon: Critical Perspectives on New Arab
Media (2005) and The Culture of AlJazeera: Inside
an Arab Media Giant (2007).

Malak Chabkoun

A researcher at AlJazeera Centre of Studies and
has a Master in Political Science and a Master
in Public Administration. She has completed her
doctoral coursework and is currently working on
her dissertation at the University of Houston, titled
«Institutions Born out of Crisis: The Arrow Points the
Other Way», which focuses on non-governmental
institutions born out of the Arab Spring and the
factors which contribute to their survival. Her
research covers the Syrian revolution, US foreign
policy towards the Arab world, comparative politics
(particularly in terms of Arab Spring countries),
institutions and public law.

Dr. Noureddine Miladi

He is currently Associate Professor in Mass
Communication at Qatar University. He received his
Masterand Doctorate in Media and Communications
from the University of Westminster, in London. His
academic experience includes development of
undergraduate and graduate journalism and mass
communication programmes in the UK. Dr. Miladi
is widely published in international peer-reviewed
journals and is editor of the first English language
and internationally peer-reviewed journal in Arab
media and communication research.




Participants

Alexis Artaud de la Ferriére

A PhD candidate at Cambridge University’s
Faculty of Education and research associate
with the joint AJCS-Cambridge research
project, “Media in Political Transition: Focus
on Tunisia”. He is preparing his doctoral
dissertation on political views of educators
during Algeria’s independence war.

Dr. Abdullah Hidri

An associate professor of communication
and media studies at Qatar University.
He has taught Media and Communication
Science at Tunisia University’s Institute of
Press and Information Sciences. Many of
his Arabic, English and French studies have
been published in peer-reviewed journals and
analyse the field of image and television, the
field of media and cultural industries and the
field of media and ethics. Dr. Hidri’'s most
recently published work is New Media: Order
and Chaos.

Dr. George Joffé

Teaches international relations of the Middle
East and North Africa to graduate students
at the University of Cambridge’s Department
of Politics and International Studies. He was
previously the deputy-director of the Royal
Institute of International Affairs (Chatham
House) in London. He also founded and is co-
editor of the Journal of North African Studies, the
only peer-reviewed English-language journal on
the North African and Mediterranean region.

Lotfi Haijji

A Tunisian journalist, bureau chief of
AlJazeera’s Tunisia office, member of
the Tunisian Human Rights Leagues and
former chairman of the Tunisian Journalists’
Syndicate (the first independent journalists’
union established by a group of independent
journalists in 2004). His published work
includes a book titled Bourguiba and Islam:
Leadership and Command.




Reception (9:00-9:15)

Opening:
Welcome Speech by Salah Eddin Elzein, Director of AlJazeera Centre for
Studies (9:15-9:30)

Panel I:
Media and Political Practice in Tunisia (9:30-11:30)

Moderator:
Ezzeddine Abdelmoula

George Joffé:
“Government-Media Relations in Tunisia: A Paradigm Shift in the

Culture of Governance?”
Commentary: Mohamed Zayani

Roxane Farmanfarmaian:

“What is Private, What is Public, and Who Exercises Media Power in
Tunisia? A Hybrid-Functional Perspective on Tunisia’s Media Sector”
Commentary: Mohamed Kirat

Alexis Artaud de la Ferriéere:

“The Scissors and the Magnifying Glass: Internet Governance in the
Transitional Tunisian Context”
Commentary: Abdallah Hidri

Tea Break: (11:30-12:00)

Panel II:
The Relationship between Media, Civil Society and Gender (12:00-13:30)

Moderator:
Khadija Bengana

Samar Samir Mezghanni:

“Reinforcing Citizenship through Civil Society and Media Partnerships:
the Case of Community Radios”
Commentary: Lotfi Hajji

Zoe Petkanas:
“Negotiating Identity: Gender and Tunisian Talk Shows”
Commentary: Malak Chabkoun

Lunch break: (1:30-3:00)

Panel IlI:
Coverage of the Tunisian Elections: Structures and Constraints (3:00-5:00)

Moderator:
Fatima Al-Samadi

Sadok Hammami:
“Structures of Election News Coverage in Traditional Tunisian Media”

Noureddine Miladi:
“New Media’s Constraints in Handling the Elections”



The reciprocal relationship between the media and political
regimes has been evident since political transitions began in the
Arab world late 2010. This has highlighted the limits of the media’s
role in transition, its societal mission and the organizational and
legal structures governing the media. Tunisian media has provided
a model to examine these issues in the context of the country’s 14
January 2011 revolution.

Realising the importance of these issues and the changes in Tunisian
media, AlJazeera Centre for Studies initiated a joint research project
with the University of Cambridge to study the transformations of
media in political transition, focusing on Tunisia. The first stage of
this project was launched in August 2013 with the aim of defining
the legal and practical position of the media in Tunisian politics and
society and monitoring the media’s contributions to the political
change process. Furthermore, the first stage of the project aimed to
create a framework for comparative studies with other Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) cases, providing a deeper understanding
of the media’s role in light of changing political contexts.

Tunisian media was part of the country’s transition process, from
the role it played during transition to its influence on changes and
developments in a political and social environment marked by tension
and struggles over the past four years. This has stirred a debate on
the structural (institutional, legislative and legal) relationship between
the media and the political and economic order and the role of the
media in the public sphere. This is further complicated by fears that
media can be used as a tool to protect or promote new authorities’
political agendas.

Democratic rule cannot be established in Tunisia without building
a media structure that is free of the deep-set psychological and
institutional problems left behind by the legacy of the Ben Ali and
Bourguiba eras in which the media was a mouthpiece of the state
for five decades. Post-transition, the great challenge that has
emerged is breaking the link between the media and the political
regime, currently a key battle in Tunisia. For this reason, various
regulatory bodies and institutions (in particular the Independent
High Authority for Audiovisual Communication or HAICA)
have been established. Reforming the media must include
reforming professional practices, the administrative structure and
organisational relations with the state.

At this stage, fundamental questions can be posed about
the media’s role, its relationship with authorities and political
actors, societal functions and its relationship with civil society
organisations. Moreover, there is a question of the media’s proper
role in forming public opinion, credibility in covering events and the
extent to which the rules governing media practices contribute to
establishing a culture of dialogue.

These and other issues will be addressed during AlJazeera
Centre for Studies’ seminar, “Media in Political Transition: The
Case of Tunisia”, based on the outcomes from the first phase
of a joint research project between AJCS and the University
of Cambridge. The seminar will also analyse manifestations of
traditional and new media coverage frameworks used to cover
the Tunisian elections.
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