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Abstract

The concept of force witnessed a major shift in its content, as military force
was no longer the basic criterion for the strength of international unity, and the
components of its role in the regional and international environment, but rather
other patterns of force emerged, which began to pose a threat to the absolute
sovereignty of the state, as the transformations of power were accompanied by a
process of spread of force and thus the spread of Many threats and risks that
created new and not identical challenges facing the state and one of its most
important pillars, which is the concept of sovereignty. From this standpoint, the
state began to face different and new challenges than it had previously due to the
transfer of the concept of power, and the state began to search for new
mechanisms and means to confront these unforeseen risks and threats. On the
one hand, it is no longer useful to use traditional force to confront it, whether on
the internal or external level, to achieve common goals and agenda and confront
various threats. Also, the process of technological-informational development that
accompanied the concept of force has paved the way for the emergence of new
threats and risks that are difficult for the state. Confronting it and controlling its
results, represented by cross—border cyber terrorism, hybrid wars, and the use of
cyber wars and military security companies within the framework of what is known
as the privatization of violence and security, which have come to represent new
sources of power and are now owned by actors operating outside the borders of

state sovereignty and exercising a clear threat to the pillars of the state, its

sovereignty, and its traditional functions on the other hand. Therefore, we find

that the transitions of power from hard to soft and then to smart, all the way to
contemporary electronic power, represented a threat to the pillars and sovereignty
of the nation-state as a result of the emergence of non-state threats and risks

that do not emanate from the state as a recognized international unit.




The study examined the topic of contemporary power transformations and
their consequences on the concept of the future of sovereignty, starting from hard
power and its transitions to soft power and then smart power, all the way to the
concept of electronic power. The study attempted to explain the most prominent
effects of the transformation that accompanied the concept of power on the
concept of national state sovereignty and the nature of that. The effects and most
prominent results, whether at the level of international relations between states or
at the level of non-state actors.

In light of these global changes, the state began to search for new mechanisms

to cope with these risks and threats and have the ability to confront them, limit

their effects at all levels, and preserve its entity, sovereignty, security, and

interests.
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