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Abstract: The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) and its Optional Protocol, to which the United Nations urged
governments to accede and ratify in 1979, had a favorable impact on women's political
rights. In addition, the recognition of gender and the call for its institutionalization in the
Beijing Conference of 1995, as well as its inclusion in all sectors, is the way to support
efforts for women's access to decision—making positions and their participation in elected

councils through a positive discrimination mechanism known as the quota system.

The quota system is one of the mechanisms that ensured women's access to elected
councils, and its success and efficiency have been proven by its widespread adoption in
numerous nations. It is viewed as a form of positive discrimination, which has caused
numerous concerns among legal academics, who view it as a violation of the principle of
equality, which is the basis for approving rights and responsibilities in the majority of
international conventions and treaties.Quotas, in all their forms, are a way to politically
empower women, provided that the conditions for their success, such as the electoral

system, are fulfilled.

On the one hand, Islamic Sharia has enshrined political rights for women since the
emergence of the first group with the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace,
and regarded them with an eye for justice and equality; on the other hand, political rights
in international law have been characterized by a contradiction between laws that
enshrine equality and a reality that does not preserve women's political rights at all,

despite the agreements and treaties approved by United Nations since its foundation.

Algeria incorporated a quota system for the first time in the 2012 legislative and local
elections as part of a series of reforms dedicated to promoting women's political rights
and enhancing their political and social standing. The first of these reforms was the 2008

constitutional amendment, which assured this participation.

The Organic Law 12-03 of 2012, which specifies the modalities for expanding women's
opportunities in elected councils, has been ratified as a consequence of this amendment.
Thus, Algerian women were able to contest elections within party lists with specific
percentages, allowing many women to enter wilaya popular councils in all regions,
including the ten states of the south, where the quota system permitted women to enter

these councils for the first time, albeit in a limited capacity
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