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Abstract

The objective of this study is to elucidate the application of soft power instruments in
international relations, with a particular emphasis on sports diplomacy as a significant
component of public diplomacy. The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 serves as a pertinent
case study, exemplifying the pivotal role of sports as a form of soft power within the

political arena.

In order to conduct a thorough analysis of this role and deconstruct its variables, the

study employed an inductive approach, and a case study approach.

The study yielded several significant findings, the most notable of which is the
effectiveness of the State of Qatar in utilizing sports diplomacy as a tool of soft power
to enhance its standing in the international political arena. This approach reflects Qatar's
recognition of the need to compensate for its limited hard power, primarily
characterized by military capabilities, by employing an alternative form of influence.
Sports diplomacy has emerged as an optimal strategy for the state to amplify its external
influence and fulfill the objectives outlined in its National Development Strategy 2030.
Furthermore, the study concluded that the State of Qatar has successfully established a
developmental model for small nations, providing them with a foundational framework
that leverages soft power as a critical element of state strength. By capitalizing on major

international sporting events, Qatar has effectively pursued its foreign policy objectives.

Keywords: soft power, sports diplomacy, international relations, Qatar, FIFA World

Cup, international relations theory, Middle East politics, geopolitics.



