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2 -Morgenthau, Hans J. Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace. Alfred A. Knopf,

1948,p112.

3 Edward Hallett Carr, The Twenty Years Crisis, 1919-1939¢ Op. Cit.p139.
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Abstract

Contemporary strategic analyses seek to understand asymmetric wars
involving militarily superior states and non-state actors. Within this framework,
Offensive Realism, as formulated by John Mearsheimer, emerges as a prominent
theoretical approach. The theory is grounded in the assumption that the anarchic
nature of the international system, the absence of security guarantees, and the
uncertainty surrounding adversaries’ intentions create an environment in which
each actor is driven to maximize its power and adopt offensive strategies as a
means of survival. The war between Israel and Hamas provides a fertile case for
the application and analysis of this theory, particularly following the profound shift
brought about by the October 7, 2023 attack. This attack marked a critical turning
point in the trajectory of the conflict, revealing the capacity of a non-state actor to
launch an organized offensive initiative and undermine traditional deterrence
patterns.

Israel’s strategy, meanwhile, is rooted in a long-established offensive
doctrine shaped by the circumstances of its formation, including limited strategic
depth and encirclement by hostile actors on multiple fronts. Consequently,
preemptive deterrence and transferring the battlefield onto enemy territory have
become existential imperatives that cannot be relinquished. In contrast, Hamas
recognized that confronting Israel’s overwhelming military superiority could only
be achieved through asymmetric means. Accordingly, it relied on tactical
innovation through tunnels, rockets, psychological warfare, and media operations
in an effort to impose new equations that increase the cost of conflict for the
adversary while ensuring its own continuity and influence. Thus, within a chaotic
regional environment characterized by suspicion and uncertainty, offensive action
becomes a rational strategy for both parties in pursuit of their objectives and
survival. This application demonstrates that the assumptions of Offensive Realism
regarding uncertainty of intentions and the inevitability of competition provide a
coherent framework for understanding the dynamics of asymmetric warfare despite
the differing nature and capabilities of the actors involved.
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