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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the employment of defense diplomacy within the orientations of Qatari foreign policy in
light of contemporary regional challenges, in the context of rapid transformations in the regional and international
environment and the increasing complexity of security and strategic issues. The study sought to explore the conceptual
and theoretical framework of defense diplomacy, analyze how it is presented in official discourse and declared policies,
identify the tools and mechanisms employed within this form of diplomacy, examine its position within the structure
of Qatariforeign policy, and clarify its implications in representing the state's regional and international presence. It also
aimed to analyze the impact of regional challenges on shaping this employment. The study adopted a qualitative
approach with an interpretive analytical orientation. Data were collected through six semi-structured interviews with
specialists in foreign policy and defense fields, in addition to the analysis of six official documents and six speeches and
statements related to defense diplomacy and Qatari foreign policy. The data were analyzed using Thematic Analysis,
following the model of Braun and Clarke, in order to extract the main themes associated with the research questions.
The findings revealed that defense diplomacy in the Qatari case is employed as an integrative tool that combines
defense and diplomatic dimensions, and is presented within a non-combat, cooperative framework that enhances
security partnerships and international coordination. The results also indicated that this employment relies on a set of
tools, most notably defense agreements, joint military exercises, and defense partnerships, and is embedded within the
structure of foreign policy in an integrated manner linking defense and diplomatic domains. Furthermore, the study
demonstrated that regional challenges constitute a significant factor influencing this employment, as escalating crises
contribute to increasing reliance on defense cooperation tools within a flexible approach that combines security and
cooperation. The findings also showed that defense diplomacy contributes to constructing meanings related to
representing Qatar’s regional and international presence and enhancing its image as an active partner in international
relations. In light of these findings, the study concluded the importance of developing institutional and organizational
frameworks related to defense diplomacy, strengthening coordination among relevant institutions, and expanding
regional and international defense partnerships, in a way that supports the orientations of Qatari foreign policy and

enhances its ability to address contemporary regional challenges

Keywords: Defense Diplomacy, Qatari Foreign Policy, Regional Challenges, Defense Cooperation, Discourse Analysis,
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