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Abstract

This study examines military alliances and their role in protecting national
security, with a particular focus on the strategic alliance between Kuwait and the
United States. It draws on neorealism and liberalism as theoretical frameworks to
explain how alliances are formed, the factors shaping their trajectories, their
limitations, and the prospects for their development.

The study aims to analyze the organizational and strategic structure of the
Kuwaiti-American military alliance and assess its comprehensiveness and
effectiveness in enhancing Kuwait’s national security amid the growing
prevalence of non-traditional threats, escalating regional tensions, and shifting
balances of power.

The research adopts a case study approach as the primary methodology, allowing
for an in-depth and comprehensive analysis of the alliance within its real-world
context. It is complemented by the historical method to trace the evolution of
military coordination mechanisms and examine the impact of major international
events on the alliance’s effectiveness.

The findings indicate that this alliance has become a fundamental component of
Kuwait’s defense structure, evolving beyond its traditional role as a framework
for defense cooperation into a strategic pillar shaping both the conceptual and
operational dimensions of Kuwaiti defense policy. Since its emergence in the
aftermath of the Gulf War, the alliance has contributed to redefining Kuwait’s
national security concept by integrating domestic considerations within a broader
and more complex regional and international system, thereby influencing defense

decision-making processes and strategic priorities.

Keywords: Military alliances, Kuwaiti national security, defense policy, Kuwait,

United States.
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