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WHY TURKEY PLANS MILITARY
OPERATION IN NORTHERN SYRIA

Turkey has repeatedly said that it was ready for an operation east of
the Euphrates River in northern Syria to rid the region of the YPG/PKK
terrorist group.

CUPHRATES SHRLED AND

It is maybe today or tomorrow the time to clear the way for [our] OUIVE BRANCH OPEREATIONS AREA
Is y w ime to clea ew or [our]

peace efforts which Is set and the process for them was started, = m:’g&wm"'ﬂtm"f
We will carry out ground and alr operation. Our aim Is, | underline ¥ KX

It, to shower east of the Euphrates with peace™

0 REGIME FORCES

WHAT DOES TURKEY AIM WITH OPERATION?

Turkey has a 911-km border with Syria and it has long decried the threat from terrorists east of the Euphrates and the

formation of a “terrorist corridor” there. In its more than 20-year terror campaign against Turkey, the PKK has been responsible
for the deaths of some 40,000 people, including women, children, and infants. YPG is the Syrian beanch of the terrorist
organization PKK.

RETURN OF SYRIAN REFUGEES

Turkey plans to resettie 2 miltion Syrlans In a 30-km-wide safe zone to be set up in Syria, stretching from the Euphrates River to
the Iragi border, including Manbij. However, the presence of terrorist groups such as the PKK, PYD, and YPG risks its formation.
Turkey has rid an area of 4,000 square kilometers (1,544 square miles) in Syria of terrorist groups in two separate cross-border
operations. Since 2016, Turkey has conducted two major military operations in northwestern Syria -- Operations Euphrates Shield
and Olive Branch -~ to purge the region of terrorist groups Daesh and the YPG, which is the Syrian branch of the terrorist
organization PKK.

SYRIA'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY

Turkey has said the PKK, and its extension the YPG/PYD is the biggest threat to Syria’s future, jeopardizing the country’'s
territorial integrity and unitary structure. Turkey has also stressed that supporting terrorists under the pretext of fighting Daesh
is "unacceptable”.

FIGHT AGAINST DAESH

During Operation Euphrates Shield Turkish forces have neutralized 3,060 Deash terrorists. Turkey has suffered from Daesh attack
inside the country. More than 300 people have been killed In attacks claimed by Daesh In Turkey, where the terrorist organization has
targeted civilians in suicide bombings and armed attacks in recent years,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 9, 2019

His Excellency

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

President of the Republic of Turkey
Ankara

Dear Mr. President:

Let's work out a good deal! You don't want to be responsible for slaughtering thousands of
people, and | don’t want to be responsible for destroying the Turkish economy-—and [ will. I've
already given you a little sample with respect to Pastor Brunson

| have worked hard to solve some of your problems. Don't let the world down. You can make a
great deal. General Mazloum is willing to negotiate with you, and he is willing to make
concessions that they would never have made in the past. | am confidentially enclosing a copy
of his letter to me, just received.

History will look upon you favorably if you get this done the right and humane way. It will look
upon you forever as the devil if good things don’t happen. Don’t be a tough guy. Don’tbe a

fool!

| will call you later.

Sincerely,
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Turkey threatens new offensive in Syria

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is threatening to launch a new
offensive against U.S.-backed Kurdish fighters in Syria, a move likely |
to further strain ties between NATO allies Turkey and the United States

SES - .

Turkish‘army tanks near Syrianiborder, Jan 2018

President Erdogan’s threat follows U.S. decision
to set up observation posts in Syria, which Turkey
says are aimed at protecting Kurdish YPG militia

Tal Abyad ~__Amuda

Af o P
f I\,T//\‘O\.{L‘_,/Q Derbasiya
® ® |

TURKISH MILITARY J’S ® it Manbij Ras al-Ain ‘//
OPERATIONS IN SYRIA il Aleppo&.v._,@\ — River

M 2016-17: Euphrates i T | ™, Euphrates

Shield operation to Seoc i Ragqa |

clear so-called Islamic ®Hama gyR

State (IS) militants from ® IRAQ
border and halt advance Homs i 3

of Kurdish fighters Y LEBANON Vaie "vx)

B Oct 2017-present

Observer forces posted -
in Idlib region to enforce (B BzAIERCuS .‘ ,
“de-escalation” deal with /; Y 100km \
Russia and Iran ’”‘\ 80 miles
M Jan 2018-present i JORDAN

Olive Branch operation ' |SRAEL A :

BFGIRIE Pc e OF (| Syrian government || Kurdish-led forces
Afrin to clear People’s : A

Protection Units (YPG) || Turkey and allies  [I] Syrian rebels

militia from border B IS militants &3 U.S. observation posts
Sources: AP, Syna Live Map, Asharg Al-Awsat Pictures: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS

(o Siadh pal) B8 ) 3 ganl) oo A ) A
s a0 Ay pal) Faala) A Ly suiae i 08 Ly ) g ) Waalie dsial 5 ALy b day AL LAl 48 ) dlaal) il

B cgosmd) sl Gl 8 add S e 2011 aladl B dralall 8 L) g Ay piae Gl o3 Cus (L) (e Gl i
gl sl aaal o Aaal) 5 Al dadliadl ¢ yedal 88 S e Calide b Cia ja 3l Lpaladl @l jalaall s

11


https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mideast-crisis-syria-jarba/syrian-opposition-figure-to-deploy-all-arab-force-in-raqqa-offensive-idUKKBN15G51W
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https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/27/syrian-foreign-minister-and-arab-league-head-meet
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/14/pompeo-iran-saudi-arabia-oil-yemen-houthi
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@ Donaid J, Tremp © @ Donald J. Tremp &

After defeating 100% of the ISIS Caliphate, | largely ..and Assad to protect the land of our enemy? Anyone
moved our troops out of Syria, Let Syria and Assad who wants to assist Syria in protecting the Kurds is
protect the Kurds and fight Turkey for their own land. | good with me, whether it is Russia, China, or Napoleon
said to my Generals, why should we be fighting for Bonaparte. | hope they all do great, we are 7,000 miles
Syria away!
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7549407/Turkey-says-ready-create-peace-corridor-northern-Syria.html
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