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Mohamed Nanabhay

Mohamed Nanabhay is the Head of Online at Al Jazeera English based in Doha, Qatar. He
joined Al Jazeera in 2004 and is currently leading AJE's online operations and serves as the
website Editor-in- Chief. He led the team that produced Al Jazeera's widely acclaimed
online coverage of the Arab revolutions in 2011. Previously Mohamed founded the Al
Jazeera Network's New Media department, where he built a cross-disciplinary team that
focused on engaging audiences through online communities and emerging technologies.
Mohamed pioneered the use of Creative Commons within Al Jazeera, where he launched
the Al Jazeera Creative Commons Repository. This repository made available Al Jazeera
footage to other broadcasters and film-makers under the most permissive As an internet
entrepreneur, Mohamed has been involved with developing online properties since 1995
and is an active angel investor, providing seed funding and mentorship to early stage
internet companies.

Mohamed has studied International Relations at the University of Cambridge (UK) and,
Computer Science and History at the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa)
where he served as the Vice-President of the Student Union
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Dr. Ali Nassir Kinana

Dr. Ali Nassir Kinana, poet and researcher in issues of culture and media, is now an expert
in the Office of the Minister of Culture in the State of Qatar. An Iraqi expatriate who holds
Swedish citizenship since 1989. Received bachelor's and master's from the Department of
Cultural Studies at the University of Stockholm, and received a doctorate in media from
the University of the Holy Spirit - Kaslik, Lebanon. Published 12 books in various fields of
knowledge. In addition to five collections of poetry 1990.2000, 2002, 2004.2007.

Advised the media of the Organizing Committee of the Qatar Marine Festival 2009-2010,
Director of the magazine "Culture", 2004 - 2005, Head of Research and Studies of the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Heritage in Qatar 2005 - 2006, Head the Media
Center during the opening Education City, 2003, Executive producer and writer of the
documentary film "Symphony of Color" - 55 minutes, the Al Jazeera Documentary
Channel, 2004, columnist at Raya newspaper 1999-2007, Work experience as journalist in
Kuwait, 1979-1985. Member of the Swedish Writers' Union since 2000.
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Ibrahim Helal

Director of Editorial Development Al-Jazeera Network
Ibrahim Helal has 23 years of experience in international journalism, including roles with
Egyptian TV, BBC Arabic TV, the BBC World Service Trust and Al Jazeera Arabic & English
Channels.
In January 2010 Ibrahim was appointed as the Director of Editorial Development of
Aljazeera Network, responsible for redrafting the Network Editorial documents and
setting up the Editorial structure & vision of the Overseas Channels. Before that Ibrahim
has been the Deputy Managing Director of Aljazeera English since May 2006. He helped
the launch and was responsible for its editorial line and main news coverage like the War
on Gaza in 2008-2009.
Prior to this, Ibrahim worked for the BBC World Service Trust for 2 years, where he was
Project Director responsible for the training and development of Arab media
organizations.
From 2001 - 2004 Ibrahim was Editor-in-Chief of Al-Jazeera Arabic Channel, responsible
for running the news coverage of the wars on Afghanistan and Iraqg.
He was one of the initial team established Al Jazeera Arabic Channel in 1996. He also
worked in 1st version of BBC Arabic TV from 1994 — 1996.
Ibrahim studied Political Science in Cairo University and started his career in the Egyptian
TV from 1988 — 1994.
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Dr. El Sadig El Fagih

Writer and political commentator and analyst specialised in media, politics, international
relations and diplomacy. He studied philosophy, history, anthropology, sociology and
media in universities in Sudan, Egypt and the United States. He assumed many leadership
positions in the domains of media, politics, diplomacy, academia, research and
management in Khartoum, London, Istanbul and Doha. He published several researches,
studies and refereed articles, and wrote hundreds of articles for Sudanese, Arab and
foreign newspapers. He also participated in summit meetings and conferences of global
and regional organisations like the United Nations, the African Union, the Organization of
Islamic Conference, the Arab League, IGAD, COMESA, the Sahara and Sahel Observatory
an the Non-Aligned Movement. Furthermore, he took up university teaching and offered
training courses, seminars, symposia and academic and intellectual worksheets. He is a
member of a number of civic and volunteer organisations as well as professional and
academic associations and local, regional and global research centres.
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Dr. Mostefa Souag
Mostefa Souag is currently Director of News at Aljazeera Arabic Channel in Doha, Qatar.
Formerly, he was Media Adviser to the Aljazeera Network's President of the Board of
Directors, a post to which he moved from his previous position as the founding director of
the Aljazeera Center for Studies. Souag joined Aljazeera in 2002 as a producer. He then
moved to London as Aljazeera's Editorial Bureau Chief and Senior Correspondent. After an
early start in Algerian media, Souag was concurrently a university professor of literary
theory before moving to television as a reporter and program producer for BBC Arabic
Television and then MBC. He has been a correspondent for many Arabic newspapers from
Washington, D.C., Algiers and London. He obtained his BA in Arabic Language and
Literature from the University of Algiers, Algeria, then studied in the USA where he won
his MA then his PhD in Literary Studies from the American University in Washington, D.C.
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Prof. Philip Seib

Professor of Journalism and Public Diplomacy
Professor of International Relations

Director, USC Center on Public Diplomacy
University of Southern California

Philip Seib is Professor of Journalism and Public Diplomacy and Professor of International
Relations at the University of Southern California, and is director of USC’s Center on Public
Diplomacy. He is author or editor of numerous books, including Headline Diplomacy: How
News Coverage Affects Foreign Policy; The Global Journalist: News and Conscience in a
World of Conflict; Beyond the Front Lines: How the News Media Cover a World Shaped by
War; Broadcasts from the Blitz: How Edward R. Murrow Helped Lead America into War;
New Media and the New Middle East; The Al Jazeera Effect: How the New Global Media
Are Reshaping World Politics; Global Terrorism and New Media: The Post-Al Qaeda
Generation; Al Jazeera English: Global News in a Changing World; and the forthcoming
Real-time Diplomacy: Politics and Power in the Social Media Era. He is editor of the
Palgrave Macmillan Series in International Political Communication, co-editor of the
Palgrave Macmillan Series in Global Public Diplomacy, and co-editor of the journal Media,
War, and Conflict.
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Dr. Mohamed El-Moctar El-Shingiti

Research coordinator at the Faculty of Islamic Studies in Qatar Foundation (Doha, Qatar).
His academic interests include political thought, strategic studies, comparative religion
and Arab-American relations. Among his books in are Arabic: The Islamic Movement in
Sudan (London, 2002; Algiers, 2004, Beirut 2010); Political Discords Among the Prophet's
Companions (Damascus, 2004; Algiers, 2005; Beirut 2010); Political Fatwas: Conversations
on Religion and Politics, Jeddah, 2006); The Best Muslim Minds in the Twentieth Century
(Damascus 2011); Wounds of the Soul (a poetic collection). Among his works in are English
“The Crusades’ Impact on Sunni-Shi’a Relations” (a PhD dissertation in history of religion
at Texas Tech University), “Saladin in the Sunni and Shi’a Memories,” “A Painful Quest for
God: the Pre-conversion Moment of Augustine and Al-Ghazali,” “Orientalism and
Occidentalism: Edward Said vs. Bernard Lewis,” “Early American Perceptions of Muslims,”
“Slaves of Allah: Early African Muslims in America.” Most of his works were translated and
published in Turkish Language (Istanbul, 2006 and 2009). He is a regular contributor to the
website of Al-Jazeera TV channel, (www.aljazeera.net) where he has published more than
300 analytical articles in Arabic and English. He also authored few studies on behalf of
Aljazeera Center for Studies.
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Dr. Shawn Powers

Shawn Powers (Ph.D., University of Southern California, 2009) specializes in international
political communication, with particular attention to the geopolitics of information and
information technologies. His current book project focuses on how nation-states adjust to
an international system increasingly governed by information-driven financial, political
and media networks rather than the geographic andtemporal networks of old.
His previous research essays have appeared in Media War & Conflict, Global Media &
Communication, Ethnopolitics, Argumentation & Advocacy, Orbis and the Journal of
Middle East Media and in edited volumes published by Oxford University Press, Palgrave
Macmillan, Peter Lang Publishing, the New Press and Routledge. Dr. Powers co-directs the
annual Annenberg-Oxford Summer Institute on Media, Policy and Law at Oxford
University (UK) and the GSU study abroad program to Istanbul, Turkey titled, “Media,
Journalism and Business in a Global Context.” Powers is also an occasional commentator
for CNN International, The Guardian, Russia Today and National Public Radio. Previously,
Powers was appointed to a visiting assistant professorship overseeing USC Annenberg’s
London Program in conjunction with aresearch fellowship at the London School of
Economics and Political Science for the 2009-2010 academic year. He has traveled widely
in the Middle East connecting to his own ethnographic and social scientific research as
well as tothe study of public diplomacy, and has received funding from the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation, the Department of State, Deutsche Welle and the
USC Center for Public Diplomacy.
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Abdel Adhim Mohammed Hussein al-Zobaei
was born in Fallujah in the western governorate of Al Anbar, Irag in 1974. He received a
Master of Arts in Arabic Language and Literature from the University of Al Anbar. He
joined Al Jazeera in 2003 after the American invasion of Irag and worked as a
correspondent in the channel's office in Baghdad. In April 2004, he was the only journalist
that covered the first battle of Fallujah from within for forty consecutive days.
Furthermore, he participated in the coverage of Saddam Hussein's preliminary hearing
and was the only Arab journalist to attend the hearing with CNN correspondence.

After the closure of Al Jazeera's office in Baghdad in August, he headed to Doha to plan
and present "The Iraqi Scene", a weekly news programme on lIraqgi affairs. He entered
Libyan territory on 23rd February, five days after the eruption of the Libyan revolution,
and moved throughout the whole of Libya's eastern and western fronts until the rebels
eventually entered Tripoli and then Bab al-Azizia in August 2011. He is currently the
director of Al Jazeera's office in Tripoli.
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Dr. Abeer AlNajjar
Dean-Jordan Media Institute

Abeer AlNajjar has a PhD in International Journalism from Edinburgh University (2004).
Currently she is the Dean of Jordan Media Institute. Dr. AlNajjar has a considerable
industrial media experience in both print journalism and Television production. She is
frequently quoted in the media on issues related to media, publics and political affairs in
the Middle East. Abeer is frequently invited to speak at many forums and international
conferences both professional and academic.

Dr. AINajjar has several publications including a book titled “Conflict Over Jerusalem:
Covering the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict in the British Press” (2009). She also published
journal articles and book chapters and held presentations specifically on the
interconnectivity of media, politics and religion, social media and social movements, a
comparative study of Al-Jazeera Arabic and Al-Jazeera English, social media, Gaza War,
and the Palestinian Identity. Abeer served as reviewer for Routledge books, and
International Journal of communication, amongst other publications. She is a member of
the editorial board of the Palgrave Macmillan Series in Global Public Diplomacy.
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Dr. Rima Najjar Merriman

Rima Najjar Merriman is a professor in the English department of Al Quds University. Her
most recent publication is a chapter in Al Jazeera English: Redefining Global News on the
coverage by Al Jazeera English of the 2008/2009 Israeli assault on the Gaza Strip (Editor:
Philip Seib; expected date of publication by Palgrave Macmillan: Feb 2012) . From 2004 -
2006, she wrote regularly for the Jordan Times and her journalistic work and photographs
appeared on the Electronic Intifada.
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